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who refused an oath of allegiance to William, was legally
proscribed. The Whigs gained freedom of worship, but the
Tories maintained the Corporation and Test Acts. Un-
fortunately, by rejecting the Comprehension Bill, the Tories
prevented an adjustment of rites and tenets, designed to
allow the return of Dissenters to the Established Church.
On the other hand, the imposition on the clergy of an oath
of allegiance to William bore heavily on the extreme Tory
adherents of the doctrine of non-resistance, and forced the
Primate, six Bishops, and about 400 clergy to resign their
benefices and to become Non-Jurors.1
The moderation of the Revolutionary Settlement was partly
due to the imminence of war with France. The relations is imminent.
of the Stewart Kings with France had always been a subject
of keen interest to the English nation. Charles I had
married a French princess and a Catholic: Charles II had
been taken into the pay of the French King: James II was
accused of imitating Louis XIV's policy. But the English
people remained bitterly hostile to France. French subsidies
had frequently enabled Charles II to over-ride restive Par-
liaments and to keep out of office men whom he disliked:
(James IFs policy of making himself absolute and governing
the country by Roman Catholics implied a violent invasion
of the political and social power of Whigs and Tories. France
was therefore hated because her power was on the side of an
absolutist king against Parliament; and to the politicians of
the seventeenth century the establishment of the authority
of Parliament was the necessary prelude to their accession
to power.
But fear of Roman Catholicism deeply affected English Religious
* */	°	opposition
opinion. The dread of the Secret Treaty of Dover, the to Louis
terror of the Popish Plots, the antagonism to James's policy,
though often exploited by politicians, were sincere motives
of a large number of people. To these it was significant that
the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes coincided with the
Bloody Assize, that the Pope opposed James and his proposal
to promote his Jesuit counsellor, Petre, as he opposed Louis
XIV and his Jesuit supporters. Events wore the appear-
1 See Grant-Robertson, Select Statutes, p. :m.

